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MISSION STATEMENT:
A BOOK by ME® seeks to preserve the history of the Holocaust
and other human rights issues. Our desire is to preserve the
stories for the next generation so lessons of tolerance, empathy,
hope and respect are not lost.
Deb Bowen’s work with young authors is important for our generation,
and the next. Without her, some stories may have gotten lost. Her work is
geared towards realization and understanding, hence, prevention. I fully
believe in the importance of her work for generations to come.
Dr. Edith Rechter Levy, Ph.D
Holocaust Survivor, Author and Scholar
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Dear Reader,
After the war ended, Jewish survivors of the Holocaust didn’t know where to go or what to
do. Many children didn’t have parents or families to go home to. They weren’t sure where to go or
what to do once they found their “freedom.” They had been hidden or had survived another way
during the years of the war. Few can imagine what they must have experienced. This is the story
of a Jewish woman who survived then found her purpose helping Jewish children feel safe and
loved while healing after the war. I hope you enjoy learning about this woman named Franciszka.

Name:		

Franciszka Oliwa

Founder:
		

Franciszka started the Children’s Home
in Otwock, Poland in January 1945.

Family:

Jewish orphans after war

Activities:
		
		

Taking care of basic needs of children,
and helping them heal from the trauma
of war and catch up on their education.

Story:

After the war ended, Franciszka searched for her
family in Otwock, Poland, but they had been killed in
the Holocaust. She did find orphaned children who
needed someone to care for them. They found a home
with help, to build a new life together.

I came to America as a high school exchange student,
and after returning to Poland, I took part in this interesting
writing project. I learned about history in my country while
writing this story to share with you.
Maybe you would like to become a young author and
have an amazing experience like I did through A BOOK
by ME. If so, please go to www.abookbyme.com to see the
writer’s guidelines.
Keep reading and learning,
Pawel Deregowski
Young Author
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Two children from the Otwock
Jewish orphanage

After being liberated, a Jewish woman named Franciszka Oliwa returned to her
hometown of Otwock, Poland to search for her relatives. She had been liberated after
World War II. She survived the Holocaust. Now she would see if any of her family was
also lucky.

1

The Nazis had killed many Jewish people during the war, but she had hope of
finding someone in her family alive. Unfortunately, she didn’t find any of her family
members. Instead, Franciszka found a group of starving children wearing rags and
accompanied by a Soviet soldier.

2

The soldier told her these were Jewish children who had survived and asked her to
take care of them. But, poor Franciszka told the soldier she didn’t even have a home for
herself. He led her to an abandoned apartment.

3

The apartment was in bad shape. It didn’t have furniture, heat or even running
water. The windows were blown out and, since it was January, it was freezing cold inside.
But to a woman who had no family and no home at all, she saw potential and felt hope
rise in her heart.
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Determined to assist these children, Franciszka was given responsibility for the
Jewish orphans. She went to a nearby Soviet hospital to ask for some support. The
hospital’s commander, Colonel Dr. Ovochovski, was moved by the children’s situation
and agreed to help.
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Thanks to this commander, the kids got paper mattresses and blankets. He also
helped fix the windows of the apartment and offered aprons from the hospital as clothing
for the children.
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The Children’s Home grew in numbers, and a few months later, there were
approximately 130 child survivors living there. Most of the staff were also Holocaust
survivors who felt a sense of destiny, an answer to the loss they had experienced in the
Holocaust.
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Many of the children from Franciszka’s home entered other homes run by Zionist
movements, where they began their long journey to the land of Israel.
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Two of the children in the home were brother and sister, Bronka and Israel
Neumark. Like the other children, they sought to fill the gaps in their education that
resulted from the years during the Holocaust. Their teachers were patient and kind. The
children had endured horrible experiences during the war. Many had been in hiding. It
was the first time in many years that they could interact, play and become friends. They
could finally open up and relate to others without having to worry or be fearful.
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Thanks to the home, all the children and staff had begun the long process of
returning to a normal life.
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From the Family Album

Franciszka Oliwa started the
Children’s Home in Otwok, Poland
in January 1945.

Bronka & Israel Neumark were
orphans at the Children’s Home.

Wiktoria Blum, her brother and
mother lived in the Children’s Home.
Wiktoria’s mother became director in
March of 1945.

Orphans in the 3-7 age group, along with their teacher.
Visit yadvashem.org to see more photos of the orphanage in Otwock, Poland.
Search for “A Time to Heal,” the story of the Children’s Home in Otwock, Poland

“If we bear all this suffering and if there are still Jews left, when it is
over, then Jews, instead of being doomed, will be held up as an example.”

Anne Frank
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Franciszka Oliwa

Jewish Holocaust Survivor

Immediately after liberation in January 1945, Holocaust survivor Franciszka Oliwa
arrived in Otwock to search for her relatives. Though her search proved to be unsuccessful,
she did happen upon a group of starving children wearing rags and accompanied by a Soviet
soldier. The soldier told her these were abandoned Jewish children and asked her to take care
of them. When she responded, she didn’t even have a home for herself, the soldier led her to an
abandoned apartment at 11 Boleslawa Prusa Street whose windows were blown out. In addition,
the apartment didn’t have furniture, heat or running water. She was given responsibility for more
than ten Jewish orphans.
Franciszka turned to Colonel Dr. Ovochovski, a commander of a nearby Soviet field
hospital, for help. He was moved by the situation and agreed to help, providing paper mattresses
and blankets from the hospital supplies. He helped fix the windows of the apartment and offered
aprons from the hospital as clothing for the children.
By June 1945, approximately 130 child survivors were living in the home, which was
moved to a larger location. Most of the educators and staff were also Holocaust survivors, who
saw in their work a sense of mission and destiny, an answer to the losses they had experienced in
the Holocaust.
In Otwock, the child survivors encountered, many for the first time, other children who
had endured experiences similar to theirs. For some of the children who had been in hiding, these
were the first children they met with whom they could interact, play and become friends. Others,
who had survived the war living under an assumed identity, could finally open up and relate to
others. Many had grown accustomed to remaining silent and detached in company, so they had
to learn how to interact with others and how to open themselves up to their surroundings.
“We were very glad to live in the children’s home together with all the other kids. They were
in essence our first friends. The whole war we practically had no friends, or we weren’t able to play
freely. And even if we were playing with some children, we were always fearfully aware we have to hide
something, that we cannot be open and forthcoming. Here for the first time, were children with whom
we could be friends.” Wiktoria Blum
The warm and friendly atmosphere created within the children’s home was also thanks
to the efforts of the staff who were dedicated to their task and developed lasting bonds with the
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children. They continued to send numerous letters and photographs to the staff of the home
throughout their lives.
Many of the children in the home sought to fill the gaps in their education resulting from
the years on the run and in hiding during the Holocaust. They were forced to overcome the
difficulty of entering an educational environment after living years outside any formal framework.
Wiktoria Blum recalls, “There were children who had no study skills or work habits. Older
children came who had received absolutely no education. So, they had to be prepared in order to
able to attend school.”
“Many of the teachers in the home were themselves Holocaust survivors who had also
experienced the trauma and loss, and the education they provided to the children helped them
to heal. They tried to assist the children in making up the schooling they were lacking, while also
attempting to deal with their lost childhoods. Before bedtime, a teacher would tell a story, she
would speak with each child and stroke their heads. The teachers who had gone through the war,
they gave all their love to the children,” says Blum.
With the wars end, children who had been in hiding emerged and began the long process
of returning to a normal life. Many of the children had survived by hiding behind false Christian
identities, which demanded they openly practice the Christian faith in order to maintain their
credibility. These identities were often internalized, leading to a certain adoption of the assumed
identity by the child. After the war, the children began to shed their false personae and learn to
live as Jews once again. For many of the children in Otwock, returning to their Jewish roots was a
difficult and complicated process. In the home, the children were exposed to Jewish customs and
holidays. The children continued to live openly as Jews proud of their heritage.
Survivor Wladek Kornblum reports, “It was a slow process in which I abandoned the
thoughts of converting to Christianity and accepted the return to Judaisim.”

“Once I really am in power, my first and foremost task will be the annihilation of the Jews.” * -Adolf Hitler
*Hitler’s words in 1922, according to Major Josef Hell, a German journalist in the 20s and 30s
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About the Author
Pawel Deregowski
Pawel Deregowski is a sixteen-year-old
boy from Police, Poland. He spent a school year in
America in 2007-2008 as an exchange student at
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A BOOK by ME®
OPERATION WRITE NOW

A Boy Called Jesse
“A Hometown Hero”
Wriien by Joshua Bowen
Illustrated by Laura Kase

Holocaust Series Book #04

“I’m asking
ordinary children
to do something
extraordinary!”
Deb Bowen, Creator & Director
www.abookbyme.com

I’m asking ordinary children all over
the world to use their talents to share
extraordinary stories. Many students
write about Holocaust survivors,
Righteous Gentiles (non-Jews who
risked their lives to save the Jewish
people), prison camp liberators and other
important stories of World War II. Since
this generation is getting older, the time to
interview them, write and illustrate their
important story is RIGHT NOW!

Some students are deciding to tell important stories about human rights or
heroes as well. Check out the website and then decide what interests you. The writer’s
guidelines are online, and you can register your story once you decide who your subject
will be. Also, online you will find a sample of a newspaper article you could use to find
a subject in your hometown. Talking to a grandparent, visiting nursing homes, VFW or
meeting with a local historian might lead you to a possible story.
All authors / illustrators must be age 18 or under to qualify. All submissions will
be given consideration for the A BOOK by ME® series, but there is no guarantee the
work will be published.
It is my hope you have learned from the book you just read and are interested in
reading more work by young authors. It would delight me to know you are inspired to
write a book about a subject important to you.
Be careful and watch yourselves closely so you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from
your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to your children’s children.
Deuteronomy 4:9
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The War and the Boy shares the remarkable experiences of Roy Kouski, an
American soldier in Europe during World War II. Roy's moving story was
written by his granddaughter, Brittany Ern. CYA challenges young people who
love writing or art to take part in a book project through A BOOK by ME. Make
Roy and Brittany proud by becoming one of Kouski’s Kids! Check out the
writer’s guidelines at www.abookbyme.com.

Mwalimu, a young man from Kenya, came to the USA as a foreign exchange
student and went home a young author through A BOOK by ME. Read
Mwalimu’s Dream to learn how he changed thousands of lives in his village
with the gift of clean water. There are still many villages that need wells. CYA
hopes your classroom is moved to contribute spare change to dig water wells
in undeveloped countries. Your small change can make a big change in
someone’s life! Take a look at www.wells4wellness.com.

After World War II, student exchange was created to encourage foreign youth
to study in the United States. Exchange provides opportunities to build
relationships and share cultures which creates better understanding and
mutual respect. People whose countries have been former enemies have
become "family" through exchange. Hosts are responsible to provide room
and board, love and support. The student provides his/her own spending
money and health insurance. Host families are always needed.
dbowenexchange@gmail.com to learn more.
Contact db

16

Holocaust
Series
Book 46

LEARNING STATION
Vocabulary and Key Terms

Adolf Hitler – the leader of the National Socialist German Workers’ (Nazi) Party and leader of
Germany during the time of World War II
commander – someone with rank or power in an organization
Holocaust – the killing of six million European Jews and millions of other selected groups during
World War II (also known as The Shoah)
Israel – a country in Western Asia, located by the Mediterranean Sea; it is the home of many
Jewish families
liberate – to set free
orphan – a child with no parents or guardians
Nazi – a member of a political party called National Socialist German Workers’ Party
Soviet soldier – person serving in the Soviet Union military in Russia
World War II – a war that took place primarily in Europe that began in 1939 and ended in 1945
involving all of the world’s powers and other smaller nations
Zionist movement – a Jewish political movement that supports establishing Israel as a homeland
for the Jewish people

Short Summary

MLA Citation
Deregowski, Pawel. A Safe Home. Ill. Klim,
Greta. Aledo, IL: Never Forget, 2016. Print.
Holocaust Ser.

When WWII ended in 1945, Franciszka
searched for her family in Otwock, Poland.
She learned two things in her search: her

Topics Covered

family had been killed in the Holocaust and
there were orphan children that needed her
help. Franciszka discovered a way to give
these starving orphan children a home and
to find hope in a desperate situation.

© Never Forget Publishing
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Anti-Semitism
Compassion
Holocaust
Hope
Oppression
Perseverance
WWII History
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Series
Book 46

LEARNING STATION
Thinking Strategies








Making Connections – Connect the reading to the existing schema.
Questioning – Question before, during, and after reading. Consider the content, ideas, and events.
Visualizing – Use background knowledge, make mental pictures of the text.
Inferring – Use knowledge to infer the underlying theme or idea to interpret meaning.
Determining Importance – Develop summarizing skills.
Synthesizing – Make sense of important information to construct deeper meaning.

Pre-Reading Discussion

Pre-Reading Activity
On the front cover of this book there is a woman
with three children. Predict with a partner or
classmates what you think is going to happen in
this story. Divide the classroom into small groups
or partners and provide 5-15 minutes to use the
internet, book resources, etc. to define the
meaning of a vocabulary word. For younger
children, write vocabulary words and definitions on
slips of paper, hide them around the room and
have students go on a “silent scavenger hunt” to
find their vocabulary word meaning.

What kinds of things can you do to help those
around you?
 Your family: Who do you live with? How can
you help them on a daily basis?
 Your neighborhood: Could a neighbor use
some help? Is there litter that could be
picked up?
 Your community: What businesses, parks, or
other community places that could use a
volunteer to help?

Related Literature & Media





A BOOK by ME Holocaust Series*
 Book #5 Yanina Ballerina is a story of a young, Polish-Catholic
girl whose father chose to help the Jewish people.
 Book #10 Sammy’s Story is about Polish boy Sammy Harris who
becomes an orphan at the hands of the Nazis.
 Book #35 The Story of Jack Welner tells the story of a young
Polish boy who became an orphan and finds his sisters alive
after the war.
Other Books*
 Sammy: Child Survivor of the Holocaust by Sam Harris is an
autobiography of the Sam Harris’ story as he recalls the horrors
of the Holocaust.
 Shadow of His Hand by Wendy Lawton is the story of survivor
Anita Dittman, a half-Jew in Nazi Germany.

Technology
Have students write minibook reports to post on
the A BOOK by ME
Facebook page where
others will read about
their opinion of the story.
Review with students how
to write descriptions and
to summarize. Include the
theme and lessons
learned. Remind students
to be respectful in their
writings. All posts on the
Facebook page will be
monitored.
facebook.com /
A BOOK by ME

*Preview all literature for appropriateness for the age group

© Never Forget Publishing
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LEARNING STATION
Discussion Questions

1) The story begins with Franciszka searching for her family. How would you feel if your family was
missing?
2) Why do you think the children in the illustration on page 2 are wearing rags? War devastated a lot
of children. What does “devastate” mean? Brainstorm ways to help those who don’t have enough
clothing. Are there any organizations in your community that help those in need of clothes? How can
you help? How can you assist with the need of clothing globally?
3) How did the orphanage help the children? How did it change the adults who cared for the orphans?
What is the foster care system in today’s society? What could be done to make the foster care system
better?
4) How would you feel if you were despised by people in your community? Where would you go if you
felt unwelcome in your own country? What was the Zionist movement? Why do you think so many
Jews fled to Israel after the war?

Extended Activities
A) Franciszka is a typical name for a Polish person. Have students research the origin of their name
origin and its meaning. (behindthename.com) Create a “Coat of Arms;” They may choose to include
the country of origin, meaning, and history of their name. It could be illustrated on a poster or in a
PowerPoint presentation.
B) How do you think the orphans reacted to the donations by Dr. Ovochovski? How can we help those
in need of blankets and mattresses today? Brainstorm ways that your classroom can help other
children in need in your community, the United States, or around the world. One example is TOMS
shoes online. For every pair of shoes sold, the company donates a pair to people without shoes
around the world.
C) As a math exercise, have students estimate how many children Franciszka began with helping. A
few months later, there were 130 children in the orphanage. How many would there be in a year if
the orphanage continued to grow at the same rate?
D) The orphanage’s classroom in the 1940’s would have looked different from a classroom today.
Discuss what these differences are. Students may illustrate what a 1940’s classroom would have
looked like.

© Never Forget Publishing
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Bullying Definition
According to Olweus Bullying Prevention Program: “A person is bullied when he or she is exposed,
repeatedly and over time, to negative actions on the part of one or more other persons, and he or she
has difficulty defending himself or herself.”

Discussion Questions Relating to Bullying
Do you see examples of bullying in A Safe Home?
How does this story compare to bullying situations in your own school or community?
What can you do to stop bullying from taking place?

Anti-Bullying Role Playing
Role playing is a way for students to internalize
different positions and practice reducing conflict in
social situations. Review the possible coping
strategies with students. Discuss how to deal with a
specific bullying situation. Once the group decides
on an appropriate coping strategy(s), students can
act it out. Take note that the bully could react in a
variety of different ways.







4 ways to describe emotion:





Bullying Coping Strategies

disappointed
exposed
insensitive
manipulated

Situation: A student sees a group of younger
children trying to escape a bully at recess. The bully
is bossing the children and having them do tasks
for her. How could the student who is observing
this respond?



Avoidance – Find a way to ignore the
bully. Sometimes attention is what the
bully wants.
Assertiveness – Sometimes the best
way to deal with a bully is to defend
yourself by telling them to leave you
alone. If you are watching someone else
being bullied, stand up for that person.
Friendship – Strength in numbers will
sometimes put a bully in his/her place.
Find someone who will stand up with
you. Be the person who defends a victim
of a bully.
Education – Find an adult (teacher,
parent, mentor, etc.) to help you
educate others about treating all people
with respect. If a bully won’t back down,
get someone with authority to help you
stop the situation.

Advice from Franciszka’s Story
Always serve others first. This will give you joy in your own life.
Have students discuss and/or write how this advice could be used in their life.

© Never Forget Publishing
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LEARNING STATION
Comprehension Questions

Cite evidence from the story text in your answers.

1. Who was Franciszka searching for at the beginning of the story and why? ______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
2. What did the soldier ask Franciszka to do? __________________________ ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
3. What was the apartment like when Franciszka first saw it? How do you think she reacted? _________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
4. How did Colonel Dr. Ovochovski help Franciszka and the orphans? ___________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
5. How many children eventually came to the orphanage? _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why was education important to Franciszka and the children? ________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
7. How do you think the orphans felt to have a new home? ____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
8. What did you learn from Franciszka’s story? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
© Never Forget Publishing
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January 1933

Hitler became
Chancellor of
Germany

June 1940

German troops
occupied
Netherlands,
Belgium,
Luxembourg,
and northern
France;
Southern France
was ruled by
anti-Semitic
government that
collaborated
with Nazis

August 1934

April 1933

Hitler
became
Führer

Nazis
organized
boycott of
Jewishowned
businesses
in
Germany

June 1935

October
1939

Forced
deportation
of Jews to
specific
locations

April-June
1940

German
troops
occupied
Denmark and
Norway

September 1935

Anti-Jewish
riots
occurred in
Poland

Nuremberg
“racial laws” took
away Jewish
citizenship and
rights in
Germany

September 1939
German troops
invaded Poland;
WWII began in
Europe; Britain
and France
declared war on
Germany

March 1936
More antiJewish riots
occurred in
Poland

November 1938

Nazis and collaborators
burned synagogues
(Kristallnacht); 30,000 Jewish
men arrested and imprisoned
in Dachau, Sachsenhausen,
Buchenwald and Mauthausen
concentration camps

1940-1945

July 1946

Polish mob
attacked
and killed
many
Jewish
survivors

December
1941

March 1942

Nazis began
deporting Jews
from France to
camps in Europe,
where most
perished

Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor;
US declared
war on Japan;
Germany and
Italy declared
war on US

November 1945

Trials for Nazi
leaders began in
Nuremberg,
Germany

September 1945

Japan surrendered;
WWII officially ended

June 1944

August
1944

British and
American
troops landed
at Normandy,
France

Paris
liberated
by Allies

May 1945

German forces surrendered
to Allied forces

Franciszka has approximately 130 child survivors
living in the home, along with educators and staff

March 1938
German
troops
invaded
Austria

Franciszka starts to search for her
relatives when she finds a group of
starving children; a soldier leads her to
an abandoned apartment at 11
Boleslawa Prusa Street

Franciszka survives the liquidation of the
Otwock Ghetto in 1943 and travels to Warsaw
under the protection of Aryan papers

Nazis imprisoned
Jews in ghettos
and camps, and
carried out mass
killings of six
million Jews

July 1936

Concentration camp
constructed near
Berlin; 1,000
imprisoned

July 1944January 1945

Nazis liquidated
ghettos and camps;
prisoners evacuated
in “death marches”

April 1945

Hitler killed himself in Berlin

January –
May 1945

US troops
liberated
thousands
of
prisoners
in camps

In March 1945, the Central Committee of Jews in Poland
(CKZP) appoints Luba Bielicka Blum as director of the
children’s home, and Franciszka Oliwa remains in the home
as a teacher of children approx. between the ages of 7-12

After leaving the children’s home, Franciszka works in the Polish
Communist Party until many Jewish employees were removed; then
she began work in the Jewish Historical Institute (ZIH) in Warsaw

1945-1952

June 1948

July 1947
Exodus 1947 ship carrying 4,500 Jewish refugees sailed for Palestine from

US passed Displaced Persons Act
authorizing entry for Jewish refugees to US

southern France; refugees had to return to Displaced Persons (DP) camps

Approximately
80,000 Jewish
refugees entered
the US

*Special thanks to Dr. Marrietta Castle, Professor Emeritus at Western
Illinois University, for the development of this timeline
**Curriculum written by Cassie Bowen
**Curriculum written by Cassie Bowen

© Never Forget Publishing
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History comes alive with true stories written by children for children.

This is the story of a woman named Franciszka Oliwa, a Jewish survivor of the Holocaust.
Franciszka returned to her hometown after the war ended to find her family gone. She met
a Russian soldier who had many orphaned children who also had nowhere to go. Read how
Franciszka found her purpose in life caring for these children and helping them recover from the
wounds of the war.
The young author for this story is Pawel Deregowski from Police, Poland. He learned
about this writing project while in the USA as a foreign exchange student, and he worked on the
story after returning to his homeland. Greta Klim from Iowa was willing to contribute her artistic
talent to this amazing story.
Sign up for our mailing list and see more titles available at our website.
Free sample book download available at:
www.abookbyme.com

“Each book in the series is a gem! The individual and personal
participation and investment of the youthful authors and illustrators is
quite outstanding. May you have continued success in your Holy Work.”
Rabbi Jonathan Porath
Jerusalem

“I started to read the materials and stories, and I could not put them
down. It was so powerful to read both the student’s interpretation, as
well as the direct stories from the survivors themselves. I have many
times researched and studied the Holocaust, but these stories bring the
experience to life.”

Mary Jean Eisenhower
CEO People to People International
Granddaughter of President Dwight D. Eisenhower

“Like” us on Facebook at
facebook.com/ABOOKbyME

